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#Discussions Online®
Question 1: How can we solve territorial dispute peacefully?

That's easy. Negotiate, negotiate, and negotiate until everybody is tired. Or, wait for the
relationship to warm up. A more difficult question is "how can we solve territorial disputes by
military means?"

——Wang Jisi”*

At present, the problem of how to solve territorial dispute peacefully is one that concerned
many people. Here are my opinions.

The first solution is negotiation. Negotiation is not only the most basic method, but also the
most efficient method of international politics. Through a proper negotiation, states can have a
better understanding of each other’s interests. After that, they may find a better way to handle the
territorial problem. The second solution is to solve the dispute by the international law. States can
ask the international court for help. The territorial dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria solved
by the international court is a successful example.

Also, as | see it, there are several principles of solving territorial dispute peacefully. First,
states need to focus on both the current situation and the history. Second, states should take other
states’ interests into consideration. Third, until the problem is settled, no one should change the
present territorial situation. Fourth, if the dispute cannot be solved easily, states should shelve
controversies and pursue the joint development.

These are my opinions. It’s my belief that states can solve the territorial dispute peacefully
through these methods and principles.

——Song Mian™

*Wang Jisi is a professor of International Relations, he is also dean of School of International Studies, Peking
University, and director of the Center for International and Strategic Studies, Peking University.

*xSong Mian is a sophomore, Department of International Relations of Zhou Enlai School of Government,
Nankai University.
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Question 2: Will the UK quit EU?

As far as I can see, it’s not surprising that Cameron will suggest the probability that UK may
quit EU. Since Britain never regards itself as a fixed part of the European continent, many Britons
are not interested in the deeper economic and political integration of EU members. A poll says
that 56% of Britons would vote to quit EU in referendum. So it’s quite normal that UK will make
such claims

But it’s unrealistic for Britain to break up with EU. UK’s export depends heavily on the rest
members of EU, and City of London is hypersensitive to the stability of EU’s financial markets.
It’s unimaginable how inconvenient it will be for Britain to revive its staggering economy. In my
opinion, what Cameron said is largely a politician’s assertion that will win people’s supports. It’s
less likely that the Conservative Party’s government should be so courageous to separate the UK
from EU.

——Lyu Hai*

Judging from the current situation, a majority of people would probably or definitely vote for
the UK to go it alone if they were offered the choice in a referendum. If UK withdraws from EU,
gains may be greater than the losses in the near future, but in the long run, the losses must be
greater than the benefits.

In recent years, the UK wants to quit EU because EU requires member states to use the same
tariffs on foreign trade policy. These policies have resulted in the decline of the British economic
autonomy. What’s more, in the background of the debt crisis, the Europeans hope the UK to
contribute more to EU, and to hand over more political and economic power to EU.

UK didn't join the euro zone, and nor did she become a member of the Schengen Agreement.
All these years it has been trying to maintain its independence. But if Britain withdraws from EU,
it will lose a huge market that provides protection for its agriculture, industry and services. The
reality is that if the UK quits EU, not only would the European market surprisingly atrophy, but
also would will the UK’s national positioning need to make major adjustments and Britain will
pay a heavy price.

Due to the rupture of the tricyclic diplomacy, the United Kingdom joined the European
Community in 1973 to strengthen the international political and economic status. But now it

cannot opt to leave the EU because of the loss of economic benefits in this short period of time.

*Lyu Hai is a junior student , Department of International Relations of Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai
University.
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Britain must make the EU her strong support. Britain must become the leader of the
European Union if she wants to be a great country in the world, rather than the opponents of the
European Union.

— Du Xin®

#Short Essaysé

Anarchy and Hierarchy
Liu Miaomiao™

It is generally considered that the international society is an anarchical society while the
domestic society is a hierarchical society. In my viewpoint, this assumption makes sense to some
degree.

When we say the international society is anarchy, we mean that it is leaderless: there is no
higher authority and worldwide government. This point of view is approved by all three main
schools in International Relations——realism, liberalism and radicalism, and the reasons are as
follows.

To begin with | need to mention a common sense that the sovereignty equality was
consecrated by the Peace of Westphalia and since then, states began to attach importance to the
internal and external sovereignty, and as a result, the global system changed, and the core of the
new system is anarchy. We can find many features of the international society that prove the
essence of itself is anarchy. First is that the actors in the global society are stratified by their
strength and power. That's why we usually put the United States rather than Iraq onto the top of
the pyramid of the international systematic structure. Second is that the legal utility in the
international environment lacks coercion. Because there are no higher authorities over states, the
implementation of laws becomes difficult. The third one is that no one in the global society
monopolizes the military force and states must safeguard themselves on their own.

Compared with the features we mentioned above, let's see the concept of hierarchy, which
refers to a system that is stratified according to its wealth, military, capability and prestige. As a
citizen of the state, it's much easier for us to understand that our society is hierarchical in the
domestic area. First stratification here is by power and rights. Take the feudal dynasty in China for
example. From farmers to the officials, the status of them changed so much. Next is that we have

to obey the contract law, which is forcedly implemented by the government. The third feature is

* Du Xin is a sophomore, School of Applied English, Dalian University of Foreign Languages.
+xLiu Miaomiao is a freshman, Department of International Relations of Zhou Enlai School of Government,
Nankai University.
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that the military force is monopolized by the central government and the security is provided for
states by the national authority.

What | mentioned above all prove that the international society is anarchy and the domestic
society is hierarchy. However, there are flaws in that point of view. Observing the contemporary
international system, it's not indeed there exist some states just like that "higher authorities". |
think everyone knows who those states are and how they manipulate the others. "All the states are

equal, but some states are more equal than others." These words do make the real sense.
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