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Kenneth Waltz and His Legacy”
The Man and The State of War
Robert Art and Robert Jervis

Close to midnight on May 12, at the age of almost 89, Kenneth Waltz passed away. He was
lucid until a just a few hours before the end -- mentally sharp and clear-eyed as ever, fully engaged
intellectually in international politics (he always insisted on calling the field that, as opposed to
“international relations”), worried about what he saw as America’s overextension, and insisting, as
always, on the need to be wary about the use of U.S. military power.

Ken was the leading realist theorist of his generation, and arguably the leading international
politics theorist of the last half century. His first publication, Man, the State, and War, came out in
1959 and remains in print today; the last thing he wrote, “Why Iran Should Get the Bomb,”
appeared in Foreign Affairs in 2012. His teaching career spanned over fifty years and many
institutions -- first Columbia, then Swarthmore and Brandeis, finally Berkeley, and then back to
Columbia as an emeritus. In his scholarship, he asked the tough questions about the difficult and
important issues. He was motivated by both theoretical and policy questions, the latter often
setting the agenda for the former. He was intellectually courageous, usually staking out
iconoclastic positions -- some of which were initially derided, many of which ended up becoming
mainstream thinking. No matter what one’s theoretical persuasion, Ken Waltz was an intellectual
force that had to be reckoned with.

He cared about writing style, and came down hard on his students, asking, “Who will bother
to read you if you cannot make clear what you are thinking?” He would mark up one dissertation
chapter and then write on it: “This is how it is done; do it right the next time.” His advice to many
of his doctoral students became legend: “This thesis has problems and only you know how to fix
them.” He believed that his task was to point out the problems; yours, to deal with them. Spoon
feeding was not in Ken’s teaching vocabulary. Ken taught that the world of international politics
was one of “self help”; if he was your thesis advisor that is the world you lived in.

Talking intellectual shop with Ken could be a forbidding experience. He was straightforward

and direct, and had an uncanny instinct for the significant -- unlike so much scholarship today that

* ARSCET 2013 4F 5 22 HRERTE (UME) ER—RAE&3CEE . kb2 W http:/fwww.foreignaffairs.com/a
rticles/139400/robert-art-and-robert-jervis/kenneth-waltz-and-his-legacy .

** Robert Art is Christian A. Herter Professor of International Relations at Brandeis University and Fellow at
MIT Center for International Studies. Robert Jervis is Adlai E. Stevenson Professor of International Politics at
Columbia University and a member of the Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies.
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seems to have an uncanny instinct for the insignificant. He could poke holes in most arguments
with ease, had no patience for fluff and bombast, and yet was always kind, courteous, and
constructive -- even as he shredded your work. He cared about brains and substance, not age and
formal position or rank. He treated younger scholars he respected as his equal, not his
subordinates.

Up to the very end of his life, he was a realist in the best sense of the term: he saw the world
without blinders, but wanted, and acted through his writings and teaching, to make it a better and
safer place by aiming for what was feasible, when feasible meant the second-best solution. He
lived, wrote, and taught according to Aristotle’s dictum: the essence of political tragedy is to reject
the good for the perfect. Ken aimed for the good because he knew the perfect was not in the cards.

He was a man with catholic interests and training. He read widely in literature, loved opera,
majored in economics in college, and developed a keen interest in political theory during his
political science doctoral work at Columbia. He came to international politics late in his graduate
training, and became driven by the quest to provide some order to what was then a young and
fairly chaotic field of study in the United States.

Ken wrote slowly and published less than any of the other leaders in the field. This was not
because he had less to say, but because he worked with great care. As Tom Schelling said, “it takes
him a long time to write because everything he does is read for a long time.” The way he wrote
and the way he thought were related. His prose was tight and concise; there were relatively few
words because each one counted. This is the way he approached theory, which he felt would be
defeated if it tried to capture everything. The objective was to pare things down, to get at their
essences, and to be willing to leave aside (or as he put it, “abstract from™) a great deal.

He was influenced in this approach by his early work in political theory and economics. The
former taught him to concentrate on the matters of deepest and lasting significance. The latter
reinforced this perspective and produced a taste for informal models that were deductive and
rigorous. Thus although he never wrote down equations, both Bob Powell and Jim Fearon were his
students and found his approach to theorizing exciting, enlightening, and congenial. Ken also liked
economics because it kept one focused on incentives. This perspective put him at odds with most
of IR research when he was starting his career in the 1950s, and led to the systemic argument he
started in Man, the State, and War and developed in Theory of International Politics. It also
underpinned his controversial views on proliferation. Individuals and states certainly differed, he
believed, but in a setting that lacks the ability to make and enforce binding rules, the desire to
survive produces enduring patterns, most obviously balance of power dynamics and war. While

some leaders and some types of states may be somewhat more war-prone than others, the starting
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point for analysis must be the incentives that the environment sets for them (an environment that
their behavior, in turn, helps shape).

Man, the State, and War gave the field these three “images” (or “levels of analysis,” as they
became known later) and pointed to the weaknesses in the arguments for the causal role of human
nature and regime type. But it did not explore why some systems were more likely to go to war
than others. This was left for Theory of International Politics. Before he wrote it, most scholars
had argued that bipolarity was less stable than multipolarity, and did so by pointing to the
dangerous dynamics that characterized European politics before World War 1. Ken’s breakthrough
was to show that this system had actually been multipolar, and that its apparent bipolarity was the
result of looking superficially at the alignments between the two camps rather than at distribution
of power among five or six independent roughly equal states within them. The configuration after
World War 11, by contrast, was truly bipolar, and under this structure the superpowers could
neither be dragged into war by their smaller allies, nor shirk their responsibilities in the hope that
others would pick up the burden.

Ken’s focus on incentives and the primacy of security led him to believe that nuclear
weapons made Soviet-American relations safer and that proliferation might similarly stabilize
rivalries in other parts of the globe. Nuclear weapons were good for threatening retaliation but not
much more, and so could freeze the status quo and bring peace. He certainly believed this
argument, but it is worth noting that he also enjoyed the fact that few others did. He was, after all,
a contrarian.

This trait was clear in foreign policy and democratic politics, his second and least-known
book, which argued that contrary to what was believed on both sides of the Atlantic when he
published it in 1967, the American political system was better designed to produce effective
foreign policy than the British one. If this conclusion was somewhat self-congratulatory for the US,
the same cannot be said for the rest of his work. It shows the falsity of the common claim that
realism expects countries to be bellicose and acts like cheerleaders in urging them on. To the
contrary, although Ken denied that his theory could explain states’ foreign policies, he argued that
it indicated that during the Cold War and after, security did not require the US to fight distant wars,
and he was a forthright opponent of the adventures in Vietnam and Irag.

His family, friends, colleagues, and students mourn the passing of the man. Generations to

come will continue to wrestle with his work.

[#2: LA ZEIE]
[FrEg 4. x A T]
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#Short Essays
Arguments about Yasukuni Shrine
Chen Jiadi”

Not long ago in April 23rd, a large scale group of Japanese policy-makers made a formal visit
to Yasukuni Shrine again to show respect for those war criminals died in the Second World War,
which made Chinese people much annoyed because Japan has hardly recognized its crimes and
mistakes since 1945.

Arguments about Yasukuni Shrine have existed for over 30 years. In 1978, Yasukuni Shrine
added 14 first-class criminals to its memorial tablets, and since then, Yasukuni Shrine has always
been regarded as a symbol of Japanese militarism by pacifists, peacenik, victorious nations in the
Second World War and countries or regions that were once invaded by Japan.

But in Japan, people who agree to this kind of visit take it for granted and insist that they
have the right to show respect to those war criminals. They believe people will become Buddha
after they die and they complain that other countries should not interfere with their cultural
tradition as well as personal belief. Some Japanese also think that Chinese people are so
narrow-minded and China should not constantly require them to suffer the crimes caused by their
predecessors.

So here comes the problem. China often regards Yasukuni Shrine as a disrespect to that
period of shameful history from a political perspective while Japanese stress more on the cultural
aspect of Yasukuni Shrine.

Let us think that both China and Japan should be rational on this issue. China may consider
more about Japan’s history and culture, and Japan should also see the political aspect of Yasukuni
Shrine. If we just stick to our own standpoint toughly and let our minds controlled by emotion, the
misunderstandings between China and Japan will make a bad influence on the further cooperation

in economy as well as hurting people’s feelings of the two countries.

* Chen Jiadi is a freshman, Department of International Relations of Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai
University.
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Arguments about Diaoyu Island
Feng Xiaoxuan”

On September 10th, 2012, the Japanese government announced its decision to “purchase”
China’s Diaoyu Island. In response to it, Chinese government expressed solemn position and
adopted strong countermeasures, the Chinese people voiced strong indignation against the
Japanese’s move, and the voice of justice and great alarm was heard in the international
community.

It is known to all that Diaoyu Island and its affiliated islands are an inseparable part of the
China’s territory. In terms of history, geography and legal Diaoyu lIsland is China’s inherent
territory in all historical, geographical and legal terms, and China enjoys indisputable sovereignty
over Diaoyu Island. Therefore, Japan’s usurpation of China's Diaoyu Island is illegal and invalid.
Japan has undeniably committed gross infringement upon China’s territorial sovereignty. But it is
playing the victim now by accusing China of “putting it under threat”. This is so absurd, because
China has never threatened any country and won’t put any country under threat either.

In my opinion, there are several ways for China and Japan to solve the existing problems.
Firstly, dialogues between the two countries including official and civil dialogues is needed.
Deepened dialogues and communications between the two countries are essential in leading to a
smoother way to the resolution of disputes and conflicts.

Besides, both China and Japan should seek for common interests with a further vision and a
more strategic perspective. Obviously, conflicts in interests between the two countries are
inevitable in their course of development. Except for facing and solving conflicts, we should also
see our mutual cooperation and the development in the field of economy, as well as our economic
interdependence. Therefore, both countries should take a right perspective to see our mutual
relations, especially Japan.

It is also necessary for both countries to have a right understanding about history, learning
lessons and experiences from it, and look forward to a broad mind to building a solid foundation
for our mutual exchange, cooperation and development. Only by doing those can we see all

problems more clearly.

The Comment on The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
Zhou Zheng”™

All people aim to seek profits, which is regarded as their duty and job, so concentrating on

* Feng Xiaoxuan is a freshman, Department of International Relations of Zhou Enlai School of Government,
Nankai University.
** Zhou Zheng is a junior, Department of Social Work of Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai University.
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earning money is a kind of virtue. This is the capitalism spirit that Weber wants to convey in his
book. And capitalism contains the essence of treasuring time, hardworking, integrity, thrift and the
desire for money. Weber summarizes the Protestant ethic as Beruf conception and asceticism.
Beruf conception encourages people to do some labor work and seek profits. Asceticism includes
two basic points. One is to limit consumption, control the way of living and boycott the
unnecessary consumption, and the other is keeping in good faith behavior.

Weber uses the word “elective affinity” to describe the inner link of the Protestant ethic and
the spirit of capitalism. The essential spirit of capitalism has a large part in common with the
Protestant ethic, which are naturally suitable for capitalism because they respect labor, thrift and
acquiring wealth. For this reason the Protestant can promotes the development of capitalism.
Nevertheless, traditional Catholicism pursues luxurious consumption and objects to labor and
making a fortune. Therefore it inhibits the development of capitalist economy.

Though Weber’s work, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism’s classic. But it also
has some disputes.

The central point in this book is that the protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism motivate
the booming of capitalism. The spirit of capitalism is the basis of the birth of social systems. This
is opposite to Marxism opinion that the birth of a certain ideology must rely on a set of systems.

Weber insists that the Protestant ethic formed after the reformation made up the spirit of
capitalism while the capitalism began to flourish in Italy, 14th century. Besides, liberal economic
theory was developed by French and Italian Catholics.

Catholicism does not absolutely reject capitalism. And some other scholars criticize that
Weber shows a superiority feeling that only western Protestant ethic can produce capitalism in this
book.

However imperfect the book is, it is still a great masterpiece in the history of sociology.

[%#: HE4E. £ 485, 22 2]
[FTHE%%E: 28]
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