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National Academy of Sciences Award) . 2005 4, #f#k B “i@ i H o475t T &AM R SAE 69 2R
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1A% « Ader. WK « 776 (Alexander George) - PEAY{® « {15530 (Richard Smoke)
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BT A [ 24 i By B AT B SSRON T 1 7, T B T A [ R 22 32 0 4T 7 J5 3 g B 1 B
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(=) IEBEEEZHERAERE PR RSURK M A

R ERAT RN () — D TR, S AR SRR 2R R il Dh bis FH T PR oS R ORI R 2
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PRIZ2MT s B2V IFX IR

PO, EMBIRE AR

(—) “UHHREREAER
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Elshtain fEH 24 9P00 (S80S —HBREIE T, e TihEc “RES AL
M RBUA ARG R ZE Ny iR ik 1 Igh4aE 224 ook T B Br s - [/
I SR AR IR ST S (R R o X — R T SO K A B T KR R YE, 4 Elshtain
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Dauphinee, 5t #yu kR B AR REEEREAIEL B — N NREK, NiX—EMIEHETE R
FHRE], AR AR - XA RS s 7 D, i EE R IRR
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wio BJa, IEPRUNBMAGEH TAAREE, IR RS EATE N —A EZ R ks =
TERFAREER G, MG AAAREE R 5 RABEBIXANER, HRE LM
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Nye’s Opinion on Assessing Ethics in Foreign Policy
Yinan Jiang”

Value-neutrality does not mean ethics is nonsense in diplomacy-decision. In the age of
globalization, the nations are interdependent with each other. Besides, citizens have the sense of
community to some extent with some foreigners and politicians taking ethics into consideration.
Nye thinks that citizens should change simplistic opinions, especially partial opinions. Politicians
should assess ethics in foreign policies in three standards: foreign policies’ motive, approach and
consequence.

The reason why citizens should abandon unified opinions is that ethnic assessment based on
one aspect usually ignores some differences in other aspects which may matter in the political
realities. Nye compares US’s invading Dominican Republic in 1965 with Soviet Union’s invading
Czechoslovakia in 1968. The actions of US and Soviet Union are both in tainted motives. However,
US used smarter policies and finally gave autonomy to Dominican, which is considered less harmful
than Soviet Union’s policies in Czechoslovakia. If citizens only focus on the filthy motives of US
and Soviet Union, it is impossible to see different consequences in Dominican and Czechoslovakia.
If citizens only concentrate their consciousness on different approaches and different consequences,
they easily neglect that US and Soviet Union acted for their own interests.

Politicians are obliged to take ethics into consideration during decision-making. In Nye’s view,
justice does not mean to sacrifice nation’s own interests; actually, it means to keep impartial when
dealing with competition of interest. With pursuing justice in foreign policies, politicians can raise
citizens’ self-respect, enhance their confidence in government and gain reputation in international
society. Politicians should be cautious because they are responsible for collective interests. However,
politicians are often unable to get what they want because global politics is complex. Nye argues
that the unbalance between the goal and method always causes unexpected results. For example,
US wanted to rescue South Vietnam from Communist bloc. However, the Vietnam War destroyed
the balance of power in Asia and damaged US’s global power, which instigated Soviet Union’s
expansion in 1970s.

Assessing ethics in foreign policies need considering sophisticated conditions and establishing

* Yinan Jiang is a graduate student, Department of International Relations,NanKai University.
-50-



L5 2014 4F5 (E5208) TR

new standards. It is obvious that policies with antihuman motives, approaches and consequences
are evil and should be blamed. However, there are some special conditions involving different
combinations of motive, approach and consequence. Nye gives an example: with the same good
motives, nation A used a good approach but caused bad consequence, while nation B got a good
consequence in a bad approach—we cannot assert which one is better in ethics immediately.
Confronted with the situations which are not typical in ethics, Nye suggests that we could judge
foreign policy in three standards: some policies may cause unintended results, which should be
thought more carefully. Fearing being involved in new issues sometimes may make politicians
prefer ignoring issues than announcing them, which suggests us find what politicians do and what
they do not do. To keep balancing usually replace ethnics, while ethnics should matter in policy-
making.

In conclusion, ethics assessment in foreign policy is difficult but necessary. Following Nye’s
advices, we can achieve this goal by three aspects and remember that cautiousness is politicians’

virtue forever.

Dealing with the given scenarios
Xiaoxuan Feng”

Doctors have always been a hot topic of discussion in China as well as around the globe. There
has been so many examples of the rocky relationship between doctors and patients, the reason for
which maybe the doctor is irresponsible to his/her patients and the comment about how frustrated
the patients are with doctors and the medical system. Actually, there exist a lot of rules and
regulations for doctors to follow. Take the medical system of New Zealand as an example. For
doctors in New Zealand, the first and foremost thing is showing their respect and treating the patients
fairly. Therefore, in whatever scenarios it is essential for doctors to be kind and caring and | believe
it is the first key point in avoiding the rocky relationships between doctors and patients.

Besides showing respect and kindness, the most crucial thing is to assure the patients’ Informed
Consent. Informed consent is explained as “the process of agreeing to take part in a study based on
access to all relevant and easily digestible information about what participation means, in particular,
in terms of harms and benefits.” Specifically, in the medical system, it means that the health care
provider may ask a patient to consent to receive therapy before providing it and give facts about the
patient’s overall condition. The word “digestible” intrigues me most. As some professional terms
are included in the communication between the patient and the doctor, the patient might find it hard

to follow the doctor’s diagnosis. Therefore, it is necessary for doctors to use common words when

* Xiaoxuan Feng is a junior, Department of International Relations, NanKai University.
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talking with their patients, especially when the patient is a child, who is still under the custody, or a
senior citizen, whose family might not be in his company when in the hospital.

As in the given scenario 1, the patient faced by the doctor is a 10-year-old girl with Diabetes
Mellitus, accompanied by her parents. It is known that talking with a little girl about her illness is a
tough job. If I were the doctor, | would talk with her parents directly and tell them what exactly the
illness is. Type 2 diabetes mellitus is characterized by insulin resistance, which means that the body
produces insulin, but the cells in the body become resistant to insulin and are unable to use it as
effectively, leading to hyperglycemia. They would also be informed that tests show that their
daughter requires tablets twice a day to help control her condition. And it is her parents’ duty to
make sure that she takes the right amount at the right time for fear that symptoms like faint or dizzy
happens. The parents would be told that Type 2 diabetes is due primarily to lifestyle factors and
genetics. A number of lifestyle factors are known to be important to the development of type 2
diabetes, including obesity (defined by a body mass index of greater than thirty), lack of physical
activity, poor diet, stress, and urbanization. As a result, the girl should improve her diet such as
adding more vegetables and fruits instead of just eating lots of white rice, which appears to also play
a role in increasing risk. Consumption of sugar-sweetened drinks should also be avoided. What’s
more, more exercise should be done, as research shows that the lack of exercise cause 7% of the
case. During inspection period, the girl expressed her fear for taking medicine. As a doctor, | would
suggest her parents not to force her, but to persuade her and help her taking medicine in a “funnier”
way, such as having medicine when she’s having her favorite food etc. Whatever the method is, the
girl’s parent should be aware of all the details.

In scenario 2, the patient is a 70-year-old man who is suffering from prostate cancer. If | were
the doctor, | would first ask about the symptoms. As the disease may cause no symptoms at first,
but in later stages it can cause difficulty urinating, blood in the urine, or pain in the pelvis, back or
when urinating. Therefore, if the patient is suffering from no pain or hurt, then his illness is in the
early stage, which is the better situation. But if the patient does have the above symptoms, then |
would tell him the severity of his illness and tell him that he needs chemotherapy in the form of
tablets. Instruction of taking the medicine will be given to make sure he takes the right amount at
the right time. What’s more, T would inform him that the possible side effects are nausea and
headaches. When these symptoms happen, it’s better for someone to look after the patient and to
make sure the illness wouldn’t go from bad to worse rapidly. T would suggest him to live with his
son or daughter who can help supervise and take care of him. He told me that he has a son and
daughter-in-law, with whom he is living with, and a daughter who is divorced. But the old man

doesn’t want his kids to know about this. Under these circumstances, I would tell him that many
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cases can be safely followed with active surveillance or watchful waiting. As a result, | would
persuade him to inform his children and keep contact with me.

The informed consent process is a very important aspect of both research and clinical
experiments. Thus, doctors should pay greater attention to this issue so that patients can be better

informed and have greater comprehension about the therapy and be more satisfied.
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