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The Dispute in Syria
Yiqun Ma"

As to the background, we all know that Syria is a Middle East country in which almost 80%
of the people believe in Islam. Among them, the majority believe in Sunni, while the Bashar
(Syrian president) family comes from the minority Shi’ite which only accounts for approximately
12% of the total population. So we can see, there is a huge contradiction between the government
and most of the civilians. Actually, the fact is most of Syrians can not participate in the operation
of the government and besides, the corruption and the rate of unemployment are other big
problems.

We are going to focus on the dispute about the Bashar government and the oppositions.
Inspired by the revolutions occurring in other Arabian countries, the government suffers from the
recognition of authority. Since the beginning of 2011, the oppositions started to take actions to
protest the government, which is the beginning of the dispute. By the time of March 5, 2011, the
conflicts escalated from demonstrations into the civil war.

In order to finally settle the increasingly serious Syria crisis, I think the settlement should
contain the process of mediation and negotiation. The reasons are:

At first, the two sides did not want to negotiate with each other, so the Arab League try to
participate in solving this dispute. They proposed that both sides should begin to contact with each
other and stop the violent activities. Unfortunately, this sort of mediation turned into a failure.
After a few months, Arab League drew up a draft of proposal, we conclude it into four main points:
Firstly, require Bashar to hand over the power and establish a coalition government. Secondly, set
up a committee to investigate all the violent activities. Thirdly, re-organize the Syrian army. Plus,
prepare for the election within 3 months. However, this proposal did not work either.

After the failure of the Arab League, the UN began to interfere to the crisis in Syria. In 2012,

the UN former secretary-general Kofi Annan began to serve as the special envoy, trying to

* Yiqun Ma is a master, Department of International Relations of Zhou Enlai School of Government, NanKai
University. Wenting Ou from Law School of Central University for Nationalities also made a valuable
contribution to this article.
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mediate the conflicts. He established a monitoring mission and tried to persuade both sides to
cease fire. Nevertheless, the mission finally came to an end on August 19, 2012, which implied
that the UN’s persuasion did not change the situation either.

Besides the mediation mentioned previously, there are also some attempted negotiations
between the Syrian government and the oppositions. On June 22, 2014, the UN prepared a
national peace conference in Geneva, in which both the Syrian government and the oppositions
have promised to participate. However, up to now, this negotiation has not achieved any success.

Last but not least, we would like to analyze our view towards the dispute settlement on behalf
of both sides. As far as we are concerned, the situation in Syria now is very advantageous for
Bashar’s government. We know that the opposition forces are mainly supported by the US, but
now the US focuses on Asia-Pacific. Thus, the Bashar may no longer be fear of being punished
when he attacks the oppositions. Plus, the terrorism problem is very urgent in Syria, so the Bashar
may get the so-called legitimacy to attack the oppositions in the name of anti-terrorism. However,
because of the huge contradiction between his regime and Syrian people, Bashar still needs to
negotiate with the oppositions and tries to cooperate with them. We believe that the effective
communication and cooperation will be the only way to ensure the Syria’s security and
stabilization in a long term. At the same time, for Syrian opposition forces, now they are not fully
supported by the US and are attacked by both the Bashar government and terrorists. Under these
circumstances, it is wise for the opposition forces to negotiate and cooperate with the Bashar
government.

In a word, taking all these into account, we can see there are still some distances between the
dispute and peace in this country. When faced up with the urgent terrorism, it is reasonable for the
international society to help build up constructive relationship, that is to say, more effective

contacts between Bashar government and the oppositions are still essential.

Timeless Classics

Yangyang Hu*

Why something could be called the classic? I take it for its quality and enlightenment,
especially the enlightenment to the future. As we all know, a genius work might only be fully
acknowledged or really understood when people look back. Thus the classic itself may be
recognized in the future. Therefore, I perceive that the classic should be treasured by all

generations and ours being no exception. In fact,it is not easy for people to put the “classics” label

* Yangyang Hu is a junior, Department of International Relations of Zhou Enlai School of Government, NanKai
University.
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on a piece of work.

First of all, when something well got the essence of a question or puzzle even just for one
aspect, then it can be called a classic. To conclude, we can say a classic is an essence. And it helps
people construct the foundation of a knowledge system. For instance, Newton's law of universal
gravitation is just a typical classic, since it well explains the puzzle why the apple falls to the earth
while not flying to the sky.

On another occasion, when something starts a new thinking or analyzing method, it can also
be called a classic. That is to say, it provides its followers with a good topic or good point. For
example, classic music is a group of music piece that not only for its unique significance but also
for its effect as a start point. As we can see, classic music offers basic elements for the later
popular music.

What’s more, when we mention these two characters, we generally combine them together on
account of their internal relationship. By the way, it is exactly the best retort to the argument that
the classics represent the wisdom of the past. Knowledge as well as arts or a cultural template of
some sort, in fact, is characterized by continuity. Otherwise, the present pattern is based on the
previous experience that has been proved to be true or appropriate. In consequence, we can not
simply say that the past classics bear no relevance to the current fruit, or put another way, nearly
all the modern civilization has its own origins to the past wisdom or past classics for the sake of
continuity.

All in all, why something is called the classic? That’s not done at random. Any classic, in
reality, represents some sort of essence or origin. And people take advantage of these beneficial

drops to create new wonders. Therefore, we can say, a classic is a classic, and it should be

treasured by all generations and ours being no exception.

[(#32: FEF. FAZE. hmm]
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